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Abstract

“Different When Parallel Mentioned, Identical When Generally
Mentioned:
Two Crossing Clues to the Formation of the /3 Classics”
and the Typology of How a Commentary Was Upgraded as a Classic

Li, Changran’

Upgrading commentaries to classics formed the main body of catalogue
history of Confucian classics. It has two main clues—certain commentaries
being separately upgraded “lengthwise’ (from the & Classics to ‘9 Classics’,
and the “subsidiary classics’, which are specific introductory textbooks to the
bulk of classics, collectively being counted ‘crosswise” as classics from the
point of view of “formal Classics’. The pragmatical principal of 7dentical when
generally mentioned” determines that commentaries can be generally taken
into classics” account at any time; while the formal upgrading consists of three
mechanisms. The “Expanding Type is fit for the “crosswise upgrading’ and
Zhouli, and the other two types can be applied in the ‘lengthwise upgrading’.
The Three Commentaries to Chungiu belong to the "Adherent Type'. The
resistance is feeble but the consequent status is easily fluctuated. Things are
inverse for Zji, which belongs to the "Substituting Type'. The crosswise
collective upgrading of the introductory textbooks is just because they are
identical to classics when generally mentioned, without changing their formal
status. All they acquire is being counted in the classics catalogue. The
catalogue of ‘9 Classics” during the Tang and Song dynasties collapsed into
the 6 Classics” during the South-Song Dynasty, leaving three vacancies,

which attracted the “subsidiary classics’ to count in the classics catalogue.

* Ruzang Center of PKU, associate research fellow/ E-mail: lern@163.com
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Therefore the 9 Classics” during the South-Song Dynasty is in essence
identical with the 77 Classics” and 13 Classics” and the transformation
between 9 Classics and 3 Commentaries” (which adds up to 12, instead of
11)and 77 Classics” might have formed a good bedding for the proposal of the

classics catalogue of the 7.3 Classics’

Key Words
‘13 Classics’ commentaries upgraded as classics, exegetics, pragmatics,
vacancy attraction, transformation between 9 Classics and 3 Commentaries”

and 7/ Classics”
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