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Abstract

The Rule of Conduct in Life(Hp&#]) in Nongam Lee
Hyeon-bo(#8 2%Hi#)’'s Poem Bunuhang(Z#17):
The Subsequent Formation of the Confucian Scholar's [mage
in Joseon Confucianism

Lee, Won-jean

Toegye referred to Nongam as ‘teacher(414])" and wrote his eulogy because
Nongam had established a style of Dao centered around longing for Li(®)".
Nongam, taking Tao Yuanming and two Shu(Fif% and 5i5%), who practiced
the aesthetics of withdrawal, as his models, developed his own style and
subsequently presented to Joseon Confucian scholars the path of withdrawal,
that is, the image of a person who retires from the world with dignity
(Yeomtoe Jisa, 1ERZ1). Previously, Ogura Kijo in his book Aorea as a
Philosophy mnoted that there were three image groups among Joseon's
intellectuals: yangban, sadaebu, and seonbi. The sadaebu, being the
opposition, attack the morality of the yangban, who are in power. If this
attack succeeds, the yangban are overthrown and the sadaebu become the
central power. However, even the sadaebu quickly become aristocratic,
conservative, and yangban-like. This cycle of Confucian politics is dynamic,
and in this turmoil, the seonbi always remain outside the core power, capable
of attacking both groups. The third vector, created by Nongam, is the meaning
of the descending scholar spirit, which operates outside this cycle. Toegye
recognized this power and honored him with the title ‘teacher(4).
Nongam Lee Hyeon-bo, who survived the four purges (Sahwa) that

occurred from 1498 to 1545, managed to maintain and even strengthen ‘Li()’

* Research professor, Institute of Convergence Science, Yonsei University /
E-mail: jealivre@gmail.com
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amid the brutal struggles that saw countless new scholars executed. In times
of crisis and adversity, Li shone even brighter. Observing the scholars
(sarim) endure the four major purges, suffering persecution yet continuing to
develop and uphold Confucian principles, is reminiscent of the disciples in the
Bible who spread the gospel despite various persecutions, as recorded in the
Acts of the Apostles. The morality that the sarim protected in Joseon history
by fleeing persecution was a descent towards Ti, which is an ascending
descent. It aimed at the broad Mountain-Water Poetry((Lifjiki&) without

being caught in a dense net.

Key Words

Nongam Lee Hyeon-bo(## Z=Hiifi), poem Bunuhang(#fi1T), seonbi(the
Joseon Confucian scholar), The descent towards Li(#), Mountain-Water
Poetry (Li#iGE), The retirement from the world with dignity(lEE21)
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