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Abstract

The Origin of Yeongnam Family Precepts:
The Formation and Spread of Zhu Xi's Ten Precepts’
in the Joseon Dynasty

Lo, Ming Tung’

‘Zhu Xi's Ten Precepts is the Joseon family precepts, which made use of
Zhu Xi's 'Yu Wei Yingzhong as the major reference. It was written in the
reign of emperor Zhongzong of the Joseon Dynasty in early 16th century.
However, the exact year and the author are uncertain. The formation of Zhu
Xi's Ten Precepts was closely related to Yeongnam school leaded by Zhao
Guangzu. Joseon scholars regarded it as a daily course of ‘self-cultivation” and
revealed it on the wall of Ming Lun Tang or engraved it in the hanging board
of rural school. Owing to the spread of Zhu Xi's Ten Precepts was severely
inadequate, so the situation of “only hearing its name, but not its words’
appeared in early 18th century. Up to now, Zhu Xi's Ten Precepts only hand
down in the hanging board of Gaocheng County in 1734. Nevertheless, Zhu
Xi's Ten Precepts played an enlightening role in the formation of Yeongnam
family precepts, such as Li Fu's Ten Precepts of Self-Cultivation, which also

influenced the theme and writing style of their precepts.

Key Words
‘Zhu Xi's Ten Precepts, Yeongnam family precepts, Yu Wei Yingzhong, Ten
Precepts of Self-Cultivation’
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